
 

Del Norte Regular Town Board Meeting 
August 9, 2023 

The Board of Trustees of the Town of Del Norte, Rio Grande County, State of Colorado, met in regular session on August 9, 2023, in the Board 
Meeting Room, 140 Spruce Street, Del Norte, Colorado at the hour of 5:00 p.m. There being present at the CALL OF THE ROLL the following 
persons: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Town Board present: Trustee Leigh Anne Lobato, Mayor Pro tem Bob Muncy, Trustee Shelly Burnett, Trustee Marty Asplin, Trustee Louie 
Velasquez, Trustee Brenton Williams, and Mayor Chris Trujillo.  Mayor Trujillo declared a quorum present. 

MINUTES: 

Motion was made by Mayor Pro tem Bob Muncy and seconded by Trustee Marty Asplin to approve the June 14, 2023, Regular Board meeting. Roll 
call: All ayes. Mayor Trujillo declared the motion carried. 
 
 
CITIZENS COMMENTS 
Martha Williams and Andrew Atchley- Martha with Rio Grande Land Trust and Andrew with Colorado Division of Housing wanted to bring to the 
Town Board attention some information on Proposition 123. Prop 123 is to provide over $300 million to affordable housing projects. It is contingent 
that the Town has to opt-in to participate for the housing projects to be funded. Municipality, Counties, or any non-profit entity would be eligible. 
There is no downside into opt-in the Town will have to establish a baseline and has to commit to increase the affordable housing baseline by 3% 
each year, if the Town doesn’t meet its baseline, it would not be ineligible for funding the following three-year cycle. They did mention that if the 
Town wanted more information, they would be willing to meet, but would like to see the Town opt in by the September board meeting. The 
Department of Local Affairs has set up several webinars explaining the funding mechanism of Proposition 123. 
Paul Fennell approached the Town Board and wanted to mention that he would like to know if law enforcement was trained to handle mentally 
challenged individuals, he did witness a incident and thought it would have been handled differently. Sergeant Medina stated they are trained, and it 
always depends on the situation and on how it’s handled.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Chief Archuleta was on vacation. Sergeant Medina was present to answer any question that the Town Board had on the police department report. 
Trustee Shelly Burnett wanted to know the protocol on approval of special event application if a change is made, after the Town Board has approved 
the application. Administrator Martinez stated if it’s a safety issue she can make the call, along with the Police Chief and/or Public works. Town 
Attorney Farish mentioned that it is the Town Administrator who handles and carries out the day-to-day operations of running the Town. Kevin 
mentioned that he had to have John Deere come and pick up the grader the injectors were out and unfortunately it was $18K, it needed to be fixed, 
or we would be without the grader, so he will need Board approval for that expenditure. The motion was made by Trustee Shelly Burnett and 
seconded by Trustee Louie Velasquez to approve the expenditure to the general fund. Roll call: All yes, Mayor declared motion carried. He is still 
working on time to get the doors installed at the storage units. Also, he would like to discuss in a work session what the Town Board wanted to do 
with both the water and wastewater upcoming projects, it would be nice to be able to get both done, it is going to be costly knowing we will have to 
increase user rates. The work session is scheduled for August 22, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. He will let Element Engineering know to attend to answer 
questions the Board may have. The motion was made by Trustee Shelly Burnett and seconded by Trustee Louie Velasquez to approve the consent 
agenda. Roll call: All ayes, Mayor Trujillo declared motion carried. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
Ordinance No. 756 and Intergovernmental Agreement to protect our Water Resources- Attorney Farish mentioned that after several months we can 
move forward with adopting. Motion was made by Trustee Shelly Burnett and motion seconded by Trustee Louie Velasquez to approve Ordinance 
756 and sign the IGA. Roll call: All yes, Mayor declared motion carried.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Angela Lee and Wes O’Rourke-Alpine Desert, LLC-Utility charges- Angela and Wes approached the Town board about receiving two utility bills 
for the building they own at 620 and 630 Grand Avenue. Angela stated that 630 Grand is the building next to theirs. Administrator Martinez 
mentioned the address could be just an addressing issue, but she does have two store fronts, one was the old barber shop and the rental next to it. 
Mayor Trujillo did mention that he had reviewed the minutes of Planning Commission back in October about their plans on the building; they were 
told then if you are putting more than one business and apartment, the Town charges by the units in the building. Angela stated that there is only one 
water and one sewer tap to the building. Kevin with Public works stated that we charge per unit instead of having the property owner to get a 
separate tap for each unit, which could be too costly for the property owner, when unit charge is more manageable. Angela stated according to 
statutes if services are rendered and the water if off, so no services are being rendered. With more discussion the Town Board stated they will have 
a work session to discuss this further.  Work Session is scheduled for August 22, at 3:00 p.m.    
Rio Grande Library District appointment of Jill Martinez and JJ McClure- With some discussion motion was made by Trustee Shelly Burnett 
made the motion to appoint Jill Martinez and JJ Mondragon to the Rio Grande Library Board, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Bob Muncy. Roll call: All 
ayes, Mayor declared motion carried. 



 

Special Event Permit- DN Chamber of Commerce-September 9, 2023, Oktoberfest-Street Closure-Will mentions that the event will be the same 
as last year closing off the street. The motion was made by Trustee Leigh Anne Lobato and seconded by Trustee Brenton Williams to approve the 
special events application for DN Chamber of Commerce. Roll call; All ayes, Mayor declared motion carried. 
Special Event for Alcohol- DN Chamber of Commerce-September 9, 2023 – Oktoberfest-Will stated that he will have security to control the 
premises; motion was made Trustee Brenton Williams to approve the special events application for DN Chamber alcohol permit, seconded by 
Trustee Louie Velasquez. Roll call: All ayes, Mayor declared motion carried. 
Special Event Permit-Kaitlin Martinez-Town north park-Clay class and Artisans Market- Aug 20th- Kaitlin was present and stated that she would 
like to use the park to hold a clay and artisan market. She will be bringing everything she needs, even water, she has a limit of fifteen to twenty 
attendees, Drift away will be selling coffee to her participants of the class. Town Treasurer stated that a certificate of insurance will be needed 
naming the Town as additionally insured, the one that was presented is only for her business. Kaitlin stated she will get a copy to the Town before 
the event. A motion was made by Trustee Shelly Burnett to approve the special event permit on the condition that proof of insurance is submitted. 
Motion was seconded by Trustee Louie Velasquez. Roll call; All ayes, Mayor declared motion carried. 
Boogies Restaurant, LLC –Liquor renewal of hotel/restaurant license-Motion was made Mayor Pro tem Bob Muncy to approve Boogies 
restaurant liquor license, motion was seconded by Trustee Brenton Williams. Roll call: All ayes, Mayor declared motion carried. 
Los Chavalos-Liquor renewal of hotel/restaurant license- Sergeant Medina stated that there has been no issues with the establishment, motion 
was made by Trustee Leigh Anne Lobato and seconded by Mayor Pro tem Bob Muncy. Roll call: All ayes, Mayor declared motion carried.  
 
COMMITTEE/OTHER BUSINESS:        
Chamber Update- Will Kreutzer mentioned that the next event the Chamber will be working on is the parade of lights. 
Letter of resignation Patti Kelley-Tree Board- Administrator Martinez stated she will be advertising letters of interest. 
Town Hall Building- Trustee Leigh Anne Lobato mentioned that she thought town hall needed some type of ventilation/air condition that the meeting 
room does get very warm. Administrator Martinez stated that she didn’t think the Town needed to spend monies on air conditioning since the Town 
has put several thousands of dollars already into Town hall, and we will be putting more money into new sidewalks. It was suggested that some fans 
could be purchased for the meeting room. 
Del Norte Trails Organization- Trustee Shelly Burnett mentioned to the Town Board that she is concerned that the property across the river is 
owned by the Town and Del Norte Trails Organization and if anything happened to Marty or Bonnie the Town could not have access to entrance of 
the river park. Trustee Marty Asplin stated that DNTO is a non-profit corporation and could only be transferred to another non-profit entity like the 
Town or it could stay the way it is currently, the building structures at the riverfront park are on Town property. The memorandum of understanding 
and the resolution that was signed by both entities was to move forward in funding the riverfront park, the Town was the sole recipient of the funds to 
fund the riverfront park. Trustee Asplin did state when he talked to the previous owner about selling the property back in 2017, he would only sell to a 
non-profit and didn’t want it to go the Town. It’s up to the DNTO on how they want to handle a joint agreement with the Town on the ownership of the 
property. 
Ordinance No. Sidewalk food service permits regulations- With some discussion a work session is scheduled for August 22, 2023, at 3:00 p.m. 
ATTORNEY REPORT 
With nothing further before the Town Board meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

Submitted on the 9th day of August 2023. 
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